Christopher Newport University

Department of Government & Public Affairs

Government 101: Introduction to American Politics

Fall 2003
Instructor: Heather Wyatt

Office: Ratcliffe 211

Office Hours:  Mondays 10:00-1:00; Tuesdays 11:00-2:00; Thursdays 11:00-2:00 (Other hours by appointment)

Phone: 594-7264

Email: hwyatt@cnu.edu
Catalog Course Description

An introduction to the dynamics of the American political system. The course focuses on political institutions such as the presidency, Congress, the judiciary, bureaucracy, elections, political parties, and interest groups. 

Course Objectives 

· By the completion of this course, students should be able to: 

· Describe the philosophies that underlie the American political system

· Describe the important components of the U.S. Constitution and their effect

· Explain the concepts of separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism

· Explain how the basic institutions of American government operate

· Identify the ways in which citizens are able to interact and shape American government

· Think critically, but not cynically, about all aspects of American politics

· Analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view related to American federalism

· Write clearly and analytically about American government and politics  

Required Texts 

Barbour, C.,  & Wright, G.C. (2003). Keeping the Republic: Power and Citizenship in American Politics (2nd ed.). Boston, MA.: Houghton Mifflin Company.  

Dahl, R.A. (2002). How Democratic is the American Constitution? New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

*Supplemental articles are also distributed throughout the semester

WebCt Support Site

A Web-Ct lecture support section is offered as part of this course. Students may access the site by logging on from the CNU Online page at http://vesuvius.cnu.edu/webct/public/home.pl

Statement on student disability - Any student who believes that he or she has a qualifying disability should contact the professor as soon as possible to discuss needs. To receive a reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the individual's disability must be recorded with CNU's Disability Services, located in the Academic Advising Center, Room 125, Administration Building.

Academic Regulation and Information (University Handbook, Section IV, p. 37-38) 

The Honor Code "On my honor, I will maintain the highest possible standards of honesty, integrity and personal responsibility. As a member of this academic community, I am committed to creating an environment of respect and mutual trust." 

Under the Honor Code of Christopher Newport University, it is expected that all members of the University community will demonstrate honesty and integrity in their conduct. Intentional acts of lying, stealing or cheating are violations of the Code that can result in sanctioning. 

Each member of the University community is responsible for upholding and enforcing the Honor Code. The system cannot function unless each member of the University community takes actions when he or she believes that any person may have violated the Honor System. 

a. Policy Statement Learning takes place through individual effort; achievement can be evaluated only on the basis of the work a student produces independently. A student who seeks credit for work, words and ideas that are not the products of the student's own effort is dishonest. Such behavior infringes on the Honor System and can result in severe penalties ranging from failure on the assignment to dismissal from the University. Misunderstanding of the System will not be accepted as an excuse for dishonest work. If a student is in doubt on some point with respect to the student's work in a course, the student should consult the instructor before handing in the work in question. 

A violation of any principle is considered cheating and any resulting work dishonest. 

b. Infractions 

1.Lying is the expression of an untruth made with the intent to mislead another or with reckless disregard for the truth of the matter asserted. Lying includes, but is not limited to, forgery, or the use of false identification. 

2.Stealing is the intentional taking or appropriating of the property of another without consent or permission and with the intent to keep or use the property without the owner's or the rightful possessor's permission. Although the prohibition against stealing includes property of whatever nature, it also covers theft of the academic work product of another. 

3.Cheating is the act of wrongfully using or taking the ideas or work of another in order to gain an unfair advantage. It includes, but is not limited to: (1) the act of plagiarism*; (2) the acts of giving unauthorized aid to another student or receiving unauthorized aid from another person on quizzes, tests, assignments, or examinations; (3) the acts of using or consulting unauthorized materials or using unauthorized equipment or devices on tests, assignments, quizzes or examinations; (4) the acts of using any material portion of a paper or project to fulfill the requirements of more than one course unless the student has received prior permission to do so; or (5) the acts of intentionally commencing work or failing to terminate work on any examination, test, quiz, or assignment according to the time constraints imposed. 

"Plagiarism" occurs when a student, with intent to deceive or with reckless disregard for proper scholarly procedures, presents any information, ideas or phrasing of another as if they were his or her own and does not give appropriate credit to the original source. 

Proper scholarly procedures require that all quoted material be identified by quotation marks or indentation on the page, and the source of information and ideas, if from another, must be identified and be attributed to that source. Students are responsible for learning proper scholarly procedure. While any amount of improperly unattributed material may be sufficient to find plagiarism, a student may be presumed to have acted with intent to deceive or with reckless disregard for proper scholarly procedures when a significant amount of improperly unattributed material is presented as if it were the student's own work. In the absence of direct proof of the accused's intent, the Hearing Panel shall determine whether the amount of improperly unattributed material is so significant that intent may be presumed. 

Plagiarism or any other violation of the CNU Honor Code will result immediately in a final grade of "F" for this course and formal disciplinary action will follow. 

Withdrawal-The last date for withdrawal with a 100% refund, 75% refund, 50% refund, and without a grade penalty are listed in the catalog. Withdrawal from the course without the proper paperwork results in an F.  

	Grading Scale

  93-100% A 

  90-92  A- 

  87-89  B+ 

  84-86  B 

  81-83  B- 

  78-80  C+ 

  75-77  C
	72-74  C- 

69-71  D+ 

66-68 D 

66-69  63-65  D- 

62 and below F
	Midterm & Final Exams 50%

Written Assignments        30%

Quizzes                             10% 

Attendance/Participation   10%




Course Requirements
Midterm and Final Exam

The exams are a combination of objective and essay questions designed to test your knowledge of the concepts presented in the course readings, case studies, and class discussions. 

Written Assignments 

Three short written assignments are required throughout the semester. Written work will reflect the student’s best effort in terms of content, development, and comprehension of the material. Assignments must be typed  (12 point font/ Time News Roman) and should be accurate in terms of spelling, punctuation, and grammar. You may use APA or MLA citation styles.  10 points will be deducted for each day an assignment is late. 

Quizzes 

Pop Quizzes will be given several times during the semester and will cover the readings assigned for that week. If you miss a pop quiz you will receive a 0 unless you have a written doctor's note or documentation of participation in a significant university event.

Attendance/Participation

Students are expected to attend class on time. Five or more absences will result in a letter grade deduction of your final grade. 

Class participation is essential to your learning. You are required to study the assigned material and are responsible for understanding the material. It is expected that students will participate fully in class discussion. Students are expected to be able to respond to the professor and each other in discussion of assigned readings. 

Civility Statement: Students are expected to treat each other and the professor with respect and common courtesy. Any behavior deemed otherwise by the professor will result in the student being asked to leave for the remainder of the class period.  

Inappropriate behavior may include, but is not limited to: excessive chattering, private conversations during class, playing "gameboy", etc. All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off before entering the class.  

Course Schedule 

Week 1 Aug. 25-29

Introduction- Why Study American Politics? Barbour & Wright (B&W), Ch. 1

Week 2 Sept. 1-5

Politics of the American Founding 

B&W, Ch. 3






Dahl, Ch. 1 & Appendix A

Week 3 Sept. 8-12

The Constitution 



Federalist #s 10 & 51 (Appendix)






The Constitution (Appendix)






Dahl, Ch. 2

Week 4 Sept. 15-19

Federalism



B&W, Ch. 4






Dahl, Ch. 3
Week 5 Sept. 22-26

Fundamental Liberties


B&W, Ch. 5

Find a newspaper or journal article that relates to this week’s reading assignment. Bring your articles to class as we will discuss them. 

Week 6 Sept. 29- Oct. 3

The Struggle for Equal Rights 

B&W, Ch. 6

Political Culture 



B&W, Ch. 2

Assignment #1 Due Oct. 2. Submit a 2-3 page paper describing the differences in liberal and conservative ideologies. Do you think libertarians are more like conservatives or liberals in their views? Why?
Week 7 Oct. 6-10

Congress



B&W, Ch. 7






Dahl, Ch. 4

Midterm exam October 9th 

Week 8 Oct. 13-17

The Presidency



B&W, Ch. 8






Dahl, Ch. 5
Class will not meet on Tuesday Oct. 14 (Fall Recess)
Week 9 Oct. 20-24

The Bureaucracy



B&W, Ch. 9






Dahl, Ch. 6
Week 10 Oct. 27-31

The Judiciary



B&W, Ch. 10






Dahl, Ch. 7
Last day to withdraw- Oct. 27
Assignment #2 due October 28

Robert Dahl’s book How Democratic is the American Constitution? Suggests numerous ways in which the United States Constitution might be reformed. Submit a 3-5 page book review assessing the merits of some of his suggestions and explain whether or not you believe he makes a convincing case for them. Please note, a book review is not a book report. You will need to do for more than just describe the contents of the book. Since it is impossible to address every single one of Dahl’s points in a 3-5 page paper you are free to focus on the ones that are of particular interest to you. One good way to begin the process of writing your paper is to read a few of the book reviews in one of the latest issues of the American Political Science Review, which may be found in the library. 

Week 11 Nov. 3-7

Public Opinion



B&W, Ch. 11

The Media



B&W, Ch. 15

Find a newspaper or journal article that relates to this week’s reading assignment. Bring your articles to class as we will discuss them. 

Week 12 Nov. 10-14

Political Parties



B&W, Ch. 12

Interest Groups 



B&W, Ch. 13

Assignment #3  Do campaign contributions by PACs influence the roll-call voting behavior of members of Congress? Submit a 3-5 page paper supporting your position with journal articles (e.g. American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Journal of Politics, Political Science Quarterly). 

Week 13 Nov. 17-21

Voting, Campaigns, & Elections 

B&W, Ch. 14
Find a newspaper or journal article that relates to this week’s reading assignment. Bring your articles to class as we will discuss them. 
Week 14 Nov. 24-28

Domestic Policy



B&W, Ch. 16

Class will not meet on Thursday Nov. 27 (Thanksgiving Break) 

Week 15 Dec. 1-5

Foreign Policy



B&W, Ch. 17

Week 16 Dec. 8-12

Final exam date TBA by Registrar 

